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but it is the people who compose that power. This law, although a part of the constitution, is not therefore the less bad and absurd. It is not fifty, sixty, or even a hundred men, assembling together in a moment of tumult and excitement, who have a right to make a constitution and to alienate the rights of the people. The sovereignty of the people is inalienable.y> These are the very words of Napoleon; they were written in pencil by him who gave them to me, and he wrote them as they fell from the First Consul. Did they truly interpret his sentiments ?
It was  some  weeks previous   to this incident that the establishment of   the Legion of  Honor, one of the most remarkable  events   of  the whole   rule of Napoleon, was first talked of.    This affair doubtless made an impression, but less than  proportionate   to the difficulty  with which it had been effected.    It would  not, perhaps, have been possible to  have   achieved  the   victory so early had not the First Consul been powerfully   seconded by Regnault de Saint   Jean-d'Angely,   a man  of great   ability, whose portrait is  necessary here, as his name will be found in every  page  of   Napoleon's  history.     Regnault,   having, like nearly all the members of the Constituent Assembly and of the  Convention,   taken  a denomination from the place of his residence, was, as his name indicates, from Saint Jean-d'Angely,   where,   however, his parents, who belonged  to  that   class   known before the Revolution as the bonne bourgeoisie, had but recently established themselves.    They intended their son for a merchant, but the young man determined otherwise for himself,  and,   finding his parents inexorable, quitted the paternal mansion, where  no  better  prospect  than   an  insufferable slavery awaited him, to wander  he knew not whither.    Happily he met a family friend, who  entering into his character and  feelings,  and  being  desirous to save both him and his  parents  from  eternal   regret,   brought  him  back to his home, and induced them to educate him for the Bar. Thus  was   laid  the   foundation    of  Regnault's   success. He   studied,   and  very  soon   displayed   a   brilliant   and original   eloquence, combined  with a force of, reasoning, which placed him at   once on a level  with the most distinguished orators.
Napoleon,   who   knew   how   to   discriminate   between